Food and Life

Why the churches have had and
should continue to have an
IEIER

David Atkinson SCRG
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What s in our food‘?
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We have been here before:
another significant problem in our
Food Chain

After BSE, it beggars belief that
meat contammaﬂon 1S still rife
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The inherent question: Is it or isn't it

Horse meat could be in school meals

00D served in schools and
ospitals may contain horse
neat, it emerged yesterday, A
myernment  spokesman wis

NS LU P

unable (o guarantee the authen-
licaty of meal products sold 1o
patients and childeen,

Samyres of food have been sent
for festing but the pesults will not
be available untit April B,

The police were drawn into the
seindal vesterday amid fears that
|jl'il‘1li:l.|.r\; may bee imolved 1o
suppiving horse meat Jabelled o
bee!, The development foflowed
confirmation that some Fiodus
beol lasagnes were made enlirely
ol horse meal.

The meals were eventually
withdeawn from sale but the

puthlic was not informed that the

product was contaminated for
more than a weel,

Owen Paterson, the Environ-
ment Secrelary, insisted yester |
day that there wns no dinger Lo |
])l;i)lil' health, When asked if he !
wonld feed his family a lasagne: |
from his cornershop, be said: |
*Ernphatically 1 would yes.”

Yesterday, Aldi withdeew its
ow-brand frozen Jasagne and
and bolognese after they were
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The Tesco Statement

The problem we've had with some of our meat lately

Isabout more than burgers and bolognese.

It's about some of the ways we get meat toyour dinner table.
t's about the whole food industry

And it has made us realise, we really do need to make it better.
We've beenworking on it, but we need to

keep going, go further, move quicker.

We know that our supply chain is too complicated.




The Findus statement

FINDUS UK —
A MIESSAGE TO OUR CUSTOMERS
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Lack of respect or just plain greed?

Nose to tail: the modern meat trade
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Does it really take 450 different
companies to make a Lasagne?

ACCONing 1o the hoancal services bem RPN, no tewer thin
U ditterent pareics = from Laemers (o senderers, meat tradrs t

PrOCessrs, packers 1o retaikers = might now be involwad in the
supply chain of a 215t century mass-produced lasagne.




Comment by the Bishop of
Hereford

“This breach of trust by suppliers begs a serious
consideration of the ethics behind the drive to
ever cheaper food. | hope that all involved In the
food supply chain will take a long hard look at
their actions, procurement processes and
decision making in order to stop these sorts of
practices. We need there to be proper care In
the whole supply chain involving growers,
producers, suppliers and retailers.”



Sir Albert Howard, 1945

The person In the street must do three
things.

1. Create their own garden

2. Insist that public meals are composed of
fresh produce

3. Use their vote to compel elected
representatives to ensure that public
health in the future Is based on fresh
produce



A Kellogg's advert and a real
concern

Food poverty in the UK is increasing.

The average annual UK food bill
will rise by £357 by 2017.

How will the UK’s poor cope?




Historic Involvement

“ God said, Throughout the earth | shall
give you all the plants which bear seed,
they shall be yours for food.” (Gen,1,29)

“There was famine in every country.
Joseph opened all the granaries and sold
grain to the Egyptians for the famine was
severe.” (Gen, 41,53-56)

Jesus” told them to give her something to
eat” (Luke 8,55)



Two Basic Points

» Jesus said” A man scatters seed on the
ground; he goes to bed at night and gets
up in the morning and meanwhile the seed
spouts and grows.” (Mk.4,27)

» Jesus took bread and after giving thanks
he broke it and gave it to them and said”
this is my body.” (Lk.22, 19)



Why the churches are involved

Food Is not just another commodity

The price of food should not be more
affected by the price of other futures, such
as metals, rather than grain stocks.

The avallability and supply of food should
not be affected by the need to use grain to
produce petrol.

Food should be at the heart of
communities




Food and Politics

* New sectors of society are succumbing to
poverty and new forms of poverty are
emerging.

* There Is excessive zeal for protecting
knowledge.

« Space needs to created in the market for
economic activity according to principles
other than pure profit. (Benedict XVI,
2009)
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Embedded Values

Does it meet the requirements of the ten
commandments in respect of honouring
creation and humanity

How, by whom and at what cost food has
It been produced

Has it been fairly traded
Does biotechnology meet these needs
Can Care farming help



Food and Farming in Scotland

Scotland’s rural sector covers 94% of land
and is home to 19% of the population.

Food industry Is valued at around £30bn
and employs around 20% of the working

population.
Scotland’s rural popu
Around a third of peo

ation is growing

nle In rural areas are

iInvolved In voluntary activities



The Importance of Scottish Food
production

Food prices have been affected by government
actions for most of recent history

The gap between increasing world production
and world population growth is decreasing

An approach to the proportion of our food which
we produce based only on economic factors
would be unwise

The aim of producing approaching two thirds of
our food from our own resources would seem to
be prudent



Worrying Predictions

The absolute level of food production worldwide
IS rising but despite this, food prices have been
rising

Although absolute food production is rising,

world population growth Is outstripping the
Increase.

Measured in terms of days of consumption,
world grain stocks have now fallen to half the
levels of the mid-1980s

In the short run food prices may well fall or be
volatile, but the underlying supply shortfall must
be confronted

Systemic change will eventually be necessary



Difficult Challenges

Nitrogen fertilizers and many pesticides require
substantial quantities of energy in their
manufacture

Fertilizer and pesticide production account for
over a third of the total energy used In
agriculture.

The initial step in the production of nitrogen
fertilizers requires 33.5 GJ/ ton and releases 1.8
tons of CO2 from natural gas( equal to a car
travelling over 12,000 km) or 3 tons from coal.

Fertilizers need about 4% of total world fossil
fuel use.




Accommodating Diversity: A
Framework To Aid Decision
Making (After Banner)

1. Is the development a harm which should not be
permitted? i.e. are there inherent, non-utilitarian,
moral-based issues which cannot be accepted.

2. Do the projected benefits really outweigh the
project’s costs or dis-benefits, i.e.. what are the

key consequential issues.

3. Can significant dis-benefits be minimised.
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The King’s New Clothes:

There Is no other way




What can we do

Advocacy
Leadership
ESSS

Use of our purchasing power. “We have
more power as consumers than as
citizens!”

Voluntary action
Partnership



Food related iIssues need to
become central to our future
planning

Food and how it is procuced is central (o our care for the environment and our relationships
with bolh our fellow Scots and others in the glabal population. Food Policy sets the tone for
the country we aspire Scollond to be

rev Prof Atkinson, Chair, Action of Churches Tozether in Scotland




