Visit to South west Community Cycles (SWCC) 
Saturday 1st February 2014 
Attendance:
Jan MacDonald & Robert French, St Margaret’s,Newlands
Myra Crawford, Springburn Parish Church
Robin Green, Wellington Church
Margaret Greene & Karen Sim Smith, Langside Parish Church
Grace Patterson, Greenbank Church
Tom Davis, Netherlee Church
Apologies Margaret Warnock ECS, Sheena Wurtmann Netherlee Church

The building at Pollokshaws West has been under wraps of scaffolding & obvious work being done, for over a year. Never did I imagine as I passed, just how much was going on inside; a chrysalis to a butterfly!
We met at 10.30am in the cycle ‘shop’ – the ground floor face of SWCC. Alyson Tannahill is the sole current employee and director of the charity and she showed us the range of bikes available to all ages and abilities which are available for hire or to purchase 
“One of the best cycle hire fleets in Scotland.” In choosing bikes for the fleet,  ease of use, comfort and durability have all been important “Folk don’t often realise how much more pleasant and rewarding cycling on a good bike can be, so when they get a chance to borrow one of ours – to try or while their own bike is in for repair or service – it can be a revelation.

We offer opportunities for bike hire, second hand or brand new purchase and are pleased to advise. We just want everyone to be able to get out and enjoy the liberation which cycling can bring. We’re keen to encourage cycling for fun – everything from family outings to ladies-who-like-to-lunch. Let folk get out, get wet, get muddy!” 
Being on the doorstep of Pollok Park is the ideal starting point for the both the novice and experienced cyclist. There are road bikes & mountain bikes; trikes & folding bikes. No worries about whether the tires are pumped up, the brakes are working or the chain properly oiled; £6 hire equals safe pedal power with no need for a garage, shed or other insurance!
There are facilities to wash yourself, your bike and even your dog!!!!!

Alyson explained the development of SWCC from a small community group in Priesthill to a fully funded project incorporating cycle hire and promotion, railway station history, conservation and heritage, café and small meeting place facilities, all securely rooted in and providing services to the south Glasgow community. Being dependent on funding for all aspects of the project was a combination of very hard work, huge enthusiasm, optimism and great volunteers.
One important aspect of SWCC work is to develop the careers of volunteers & interns with a number successfully going onto full time employment.  SWCC is destined to be a hub of community development and a catalyst for ideas. The impending commonwealth games will bring many benefits and a lasting legacy to Glasgow and hopefully SWCC.
As well as workshop facilities there is a meeting room able to accommodate 20 – 40 people for a range of activities from meetings to small drama performances; small but very well equipped and every effort is made to accommodate the needs of any group. Wi-fi throughout, not only benefits the traveller searching timetables, maps or services, but anyone using the meeting facilities.

SWCC is located in a fully functioning, albeit un-manned train station and adoption of the station (and hopefully others on the line in the future) greatly enhances the visitor experience – attractive and welcoming, with well maintained facilities for passengers. The wee ‘choo-choo-train’ planters are so cute!

As much as possible of the original Victorian building has been preserved, using local craftsmen and attention to period detail; energy efficiency is obvious. However Alison has some words of warning regarding the bio-mass boiler being not quite enough to keep them from freezing in the winter!
We all came away enthused by Alyson and the project’s aim to get as many folk as possible cycling regardless of age, ability or purse and her enormous commitment to making this project a long-lasting feature of Glasgow Southside, serving and contributing to the wellbeing of the whole community.

What can we and our congregations do?

· Support this venture by calling in and encouraging folk to have a go at cycling, use their services or the train services!

· Find out what provisions are made for cyclists at your church, local schools etc – are they ok, do they need improving?
· Gather ‘safe cycling’ routes from other cyclists, especially useful for families

· Discuss other barriers which stop us getting on our bikes

· Report all pot-holes!! wwwfillthathole.org.uk

· Take part in a ‘Cycle pilgrimage’ – contact Karen at Langside Parish Church

Alyson suggested that Brownies might use SWCC meeting room in the Pollokshaws West train station or even a hired-bike-party in the park for a Tea-party as part of 100th anniversary celebrations Room hire is currently £12 per hour, but special rates can be given to local community groups.
A Cyclists Prayer:

Before we ask for our needs, we take stock of what we have

Before anything we may pray for we give thanks:

That we can ride

That the day is our to ride

That our friends and family and neighbours can join us

Whatever we have, let us be mindful of what we have

What we have, can be taken away….

If we should ask, let us ask for what cannot be bought or sold:

Appreciation of nature’s beauty

Deep breaths of fresh air

Clearing our mind

A gentle tread upon our path on earth

These are the blessings we ask.

Eco-congregation business – general

Of interest:
Castelmilk Park – woodlands in the heart of Castlemilk, rich in history, home to many creatures, with a great diary of events for everyone throughout the year. See what’s on

www.commonwoods.org.uk/castlemilk. Also see the other Commonwealth legacy woods around Glasgow.

Fairphone – the fair trade smart phone: using fair & conflict-free resources, employing fair working conditions & wages, open access design technology, lasting value – just some of the claims made. Put your name down for the next batch and make it a talking point! www.fairphone.com
Dates for Your diary:

Sunday 23rd Feb
Glasgow Potato Day
45 varieties of seed potato available for growing. Organised by Glasgow Allotments Forum. Includes a ‘Tattie Bash’ for charity Water Aid.

Download a poster & details from www.glasgowallotmentsforum.org.uk 

24th Feb – 9th Mar 
FairTrade Fortnight.

Just Trading, based in Paisley (also at The Coach House Balmore G64 4AE are local sources of FT goods for stalls. Some larger churches in your area may be able to set up a ‘taster stall’ for you. This year the focus is on Bananas.
Let us know your special events.

10th March

screening of the film ‘UK Gold’ at Langside Parish Church.

A new film that lifts the lid on tax dodging. Developing countries lose three times as much to tax havens as they receive in aid every year – that’s money that could be spent on vital services like health and education.

Saturday 29th March 
EcoCongregation Scotland Annual gathering in GLASGOW

At St Aloysius College, 45 Hill Street, Glasgow G3 6RJ 10am – 3.15pm. 
Theme: ‘Energy’ The day includes speaker John Ashton and various workshops.


Saturday 29th March
Earth Hour 8 – 9.30pm

Supported by WWF: The world’s biggest celebration for our amazing planet with hundreds of millions of people from across the world coming together in a symbolic and spectacular light outs display as a brilliant reminder that together we can make change happen. Check the web site for ideas on how you or your congregation can participate. www.earthhour.wwf.org.uk
One such possible event at Wellington Church may be a play-reading-in-brief of the 1st act from ‘The Skin of Our Teeth’ by Thornton Wilder (1942), a three-part allegory about the life of mankind, (and survival of humankind) centering around the Antrobus family of the fictional town of Excelsior, New Jersey.
Probably some food to share, T/C

Watch out for more information
Sometime later this year……… Climate Justice Roadshow to be held possibly at Wellington Church; an evening event

Date of next meeting: Hopefully at a church in the west of the Glasgow network azrea on an evening on or around Wed March 12th. More details to follow asap. 

