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Notes of Esk and Tweed Eco-Congregation Network Meeting
                    Monday 20th April 2015



Carlops Parish Church

Present: 

Carlops: Jocelyn Blackburn, Marjory Clark, Anna Woolverton, Nan Buchan, Mary and Rennie McElroy, Jean Hunter, Garry Jack

Peebles Old and Eddlestone: Janette Cameron, Isabel Coghill, Anne Derrick, Janet and Calum MacDougall

Penicuik North: David Tulloch, Andrew Knox, June Atack, 

Note of meeting

Rev. Trevor Jamison began proceedings with an illustrated talk on ‘Walking the John Muir Way’.  He spent 12 days last summer walking from Helensburgh to Dunbar and he told us about John Muir’s history and achievements and reflected on his own experiences and thoughts  as he walked along the way.

News from Eco-congregation Scotland

Eco-congregation Scotland is launching  its Eco-baton relay at the Gathering in Falkirk on April 25th. The relay is intended as a means to influence representatives to the UN  Climate Change Summit in Paris in December 2015. Eco-congregation will link with the World Council of Churches for the event in Paris.

 The baton will pass around Scotland throughout the summer of 2015 and will carry the hopes and aspirations of Christians across Scotland for Climate Justice to be central to any agreement reached at the conference.

Eco-congregations and others   are encouraged to plan their own baton relays to publicise our concerns and to notify Eco-congregation, Scotland of their interest soon in order to facilitate planning of a route for the baton.

News from network churches

Penicuik North recently gained their first award. They indicated that they had found the assessment experience inspirational ;  it had helped them to understand how what they were’ doing anyway’ was relevant to their eco-congregation objectives. It had also helped them to understand the importance of information flow within and from the congregation for promotion of our eco ethos and subsequently to engage with their minister and session clerk to consider how their role should play out as their church moves to a unitary constitution ;  and how the congregation would celebrate their first award. In the meantime their focus on recycling is being extended.

Peebles Old has recently identified a new Eco Convener , Anne Derrick, to replace Diana Brown who has moved away from the area. The church has a new heating system and their old manse has been exchanged for a smaller, more eco-friendly house, to the relief and delight of all concerned.

The Eco-group is continuing their commitment to recycling, held a garden party to improve church grounds and continues to provide network support. They look forward to developing new initiatives in due course.

Eddleston – on this occasion there was no eco-representative from Eddleston but the minister was glad to report that their organiser has now recovered from a serious illness and all are preparing to apply for their first award.

Carlops was visited recently by the Moderator to the General Assembly, accompanied by his wife. The presentation to the Moderator focussed on the Eco-congregation ethos as a practical and very acceptable way of engaging the wider community in eco issues and church-led activities. Following the presentation, four ’friends of the church’ each offered snapshots of the ways in which non church members view the contribution of our congregation to the community. Carlops recently applied for a continuing award and continues to support the network.

The next network meeting  will be held in Penicuik North Church  on Monday 5th October 2015 at 7.30pm. Penicuik North will identify a speaker or speakers to describe how they interact with other local organisations to develop the role of the church in the community.
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