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Journey of Discernment 

During the time of lockdown the Scottish Laity Network (SLN) began reflecting on the Future 

of the Church After a Time of Pandemic and how that related to our core vision of enabling 

Scottish laity to come together as disciples of Jesus, and through prayer, dialogue and 

discernment find ‘new ways’ of being Church in Scotland in the 21st Century. 

Reflecting on Pope Francis’ leadership we saw clearly the centrality of discernment in his life 

and in his papacy and that his hope is clearly for a discerning Church that finds full expression 

as a synodal Church. In his address on the 50th Anniversary of the Institution of the Synod of 

Bishops Pope Francis powerfully articulated his vision of such a Church: 

 A synodal Church is a Church which listens,  

 which realizes that listening “is more than simply hearing”.  

 It is a mutual listening in which everyone has something to learn.  

 The faithful people, the college of bishops, the Bishop of Rome:  

 all listening to each other, and all listening to the Holy Spirit, the “Spirit of truth”,  

 in order to know what he “says to the Churches”. 

To engage in a process of mutual listening and learning we embarked, at the end of May 2020, 

on an online Journey of Discernment that had a series of weekly presentations from Fr Jim 

Martin, Massimo Faggioli, Austen Ivereigh, Mary McAleese, Lorna Gold and Jim Wallis. At 

each session the speaker shared their insights into the ‘signs of the times’ and then engaged 

fully with participants in a question and answer session. The initial journey concluded with an 

Assembly at which Fr Augusto Zampini shared the vision and hope of the Vatican’s COVID-

19 Commission and also affirmed our Journey of Discernment as being at one with the vision 

and thinking of Pope Francis.  

During the Assembly participants, reflecting on the way forward, identified issues that required 

further conversations and this led to conversation evenings with A Call to Action and We Are 

Church Ireland followed by a Scottish Eco Conversation with representatives of Eco 

Congregation Scotland, Global Catholic Climate Movement, Justice and Peace Scotland and 

SCIAF.  

The Eco Conversation linked into the Season of Creation retreat on Gospel Discipleship and 

Ecological Sustainability facilitated by Diarmuid O’Murchu. 

In October Tina Beattie led a conversation and theological exploration about the roles, 

participation and representation of Women in the Church and in November, Fr James Alison 

addressed the issue LGBTI People in the Church.  

  



Page 3 of 9 

 

Journey of Discernment with Fr Jim Martin SJ - Thursday 28th May 2020 

Fr Jim began our Journey of Discernment by sharing with us insights on discernment. 

https://youtu.be/F3c_dNQqHgc 

 

Journey of Discernment with Massimo Faggioli - Thursday 4th June 2020 

Massimo shared on: 

 ‘The Church and the Pandemic: what do the ‘signs of the times’ say about our 

Liturgy, Ecclesiology, Spirituality, Church and Politics’. 

https://youtu.be/Q-IYWOFWXwA 

 

Journey of Discernment with Austen Ivereigh - Thursday 11th June 2020 

Austen shared: 

• The Background to his interview with Pope Francis  

• Spiritual leadership of Pope Francis at this time and how Francis sees the COVID 

crisis and the economic crisis as an opportunity for conversion. 

• Temptations and obstacles to that conversion taking place. 

• The vision of the Vatican COVID-19 Commission 

https://youtu.be/lUukgoDBO5M 

 

Journey of Discernment with Mary McAleese - Thursday 18th June  

Mary shared: 

• Canon law - its true purpose and limitations. 

• Human rights -what are they and how does Canon law interact with them  

• The primacy of conscience and the limits of obedience to the magisterium 

• In the light of feedback from previous sessions we also asked Mary to address the 

challenges for women in the Church and LGBTI Church members and their families. 

https://youtu.be/TY9b7SiMqEg 

 

Journey of Discernment with Lorna Gold - Thursday 25th June 2020 

Lorna shared: 

• Some of her story of  how she, as a woman and a mother, became aware of the cry of 

the earth 

• How that impacted on her work within Trócaire, the Global Catholic Climate 

Movement and the COVID-19 Commission 

• The response of the Irish Church to Laudato Si' 

https://youtu.be/ohdUMMbvMms 

https://youtu.be/F3c_dNQqHgc
https://youtu.be/Q-IYWOFWXwA
https://youtu.be/lUukgoDBO5M
https://youtu.be/TY9b7SiMqEg
https://youtu.be/ohdUMMbvMms
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Journey of Discernment with Jim Wallis - Thursday 2nd July 2020 

Jim shared: 

• What are the fundamental truths of Jesus’s ministry that need to be reclaimed so that 

we can find our way back to him?  

• What are the questions he asked or provoked that show us most vividly the difference 

between choosing the triumphalism of wealth and power or the way of Jesus with his 

servanthood and solidarity with the poor and vulnerable?  

• How do we become a people of hope, a people with ‘prophetic imagination’, a people 

rooted in a ‘spirituality of transformation’? 

https://youtu.be/ciR9C4rFzdU 

 

 

Assembly 2020 Saturday 11th July  

Session I  

• Journey of Discernment - Prompting of the Holy Spirit ~ Rab Burnett, member of 

the Core Group  

• The Vision and Hope of the Vatican COVID-19 Commission ~ Fr Augusto 

Zampini Co-lead of the Commission 

• Followed by Question and Answer with Fr Augusto 

https://youtu.be/UjT6RPZUG58 

 

Session II  

• Voices of Challenge and Hope ~ Dr Mary Cullen, editor of the independent Scottish 

journal Open House provides an overview of the talks given during SLN’s Journey of 

discernment. 

• Feedback from participants ~ Anne Havard, member of the Core Group, will give a 

brief précis of the feedback from participants.  

• Distilling our experiences of the Promptings of the Holy Spirit. 

https://youtu.be/Q5k1mTIE0_0 

 

Session III 

• Discerning the Way Forward – Breakout Rooms 

• Plenary Feedback from Groups 

• Closing Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

https://youtu.be/_KUWCdzg8po 

 

  

https://youtu.be/ciR9C4rFzdU
https://youtu.be/UjT6RPZUG58
https://youtu.be/Q5k1mTIE0_0
https://youtu.be/_KUWCdzg8po
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Responding to Our Assembly 

 

How do we Structure Ourselves? – Thursday 13th August  

In response to some of the issues that emerged at our Assembly, we invited Derek Reeve 

and Brendan Butler to share their experiences of being involved in their respective groups 

and drawing from their experience we had a conversation about the ‘structural’ issues that 

were raised at our Assembly. 

Derek Reeves is one of the founder members of ‘A Call to Action’ 

Brendan Butler is a former coordinator of ‘We Are Church Ireland’ and is also involved in 

the ‘International Church Reform Network’. 

https://youtu.be/40qxxk7GvNc 

 

Scottish Eco Conversation - Thursday 27th August 

At the SLN Assembly on Saturday 11th July Fr Augusto Zampini spoke on The Vision and 

Hope of Vatican COVID-19 Commission and in response to Fr Augusto’s presentation, and 

Lorna Gold’s talk during the SLN’s Journey of Discernment, we are hosted a ‘Scottish Eco 

Conversation’.  

Basically, we addressed the question: 

How do we, as followers of Jesus, Care for our Common Home? 

We sought to situate the response in the context of what is already happening in Scotland. 

There was a brief presentation from our guest speakers followed by a Question & Answer 

session:  

• Eco-Congregation Scotland – Stephen Curran  

• Global Catholic Climate Movement – Jane Mellett  

• Justice and Peace Scotland – Danny Sweeney  

• Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund – Jonathan McAveety  

It was an ideal opportunity to find out what was already happening across Scotland in 

response to the Climate Emergency as well as hearing about specific Season of Creation 

events. 

https://youtu.be/YRemOlVYLyc 

 

  

https://youtu.be/40qxxk7GvNc
https://youtu.be/YRemOlVYLyc
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Season of Creation Retreat:  

Gospel Discipleship and Ecological Sustainability  

– Facilitated by Diarmuid O’Murchu 

As we move through the 21st century, the nature and call of Christian discipleship is hugely 

expanded, beyond a mere personal understanding (us and God), to a participative 

understanding with creation itself in central place.  

Following Christ today has a very different meaning from just a few decades ago. 

 

Introduction to our retreat by Rab Burnett, a member of the SLN Core Group, linking the 

Retreat to the SLN Journey of Discernment and Assembly 

https://youtu.be/3hC_SnlWdNQ 

 

Session I: The Meaning of Christian Vocation in the light of Laudato Si’ 

https://youtu.be/d7VCoPoZZvw 

 

Session II: What Adult Faith looks like today. 

https://youtu.be/Sy37RNbCUAw 

 

Session III: Dialogue, interaction with speaker, and final reflections on the meaning of 

our call today. 

https://youtu.be/-1kI8AOhL38 

 

  

https://youtu.be/3hC_SnlWdNQ
https://youtu.be/d7VCoPoZZvw
https://youtu.be/Sy37RNbCUAw
https://youtu.be/-1kI8AOhL38
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Responding to Our Assembly 

 

Conversation with Tina Beattie _ Women in the Church - Thursday 8th October 

Throughout our Journey of Discernment, the issue of Women in the Church was an issue 

that several of our speakers stumbled over and we invited Tina Beattie to join us for an 

evening of informal discussion and theological exploration about the roles, participation 

and representation of women in the Church today.  

It was a very positive and fruitful conversation.  

Tina has recently left her post as Professor of Catholic Studies at the University of 

Roehampton in London, but she is continuing in her role as Director of Catherine of Siena 

College - an online college based at Roehampton which specialises in theology, gender and 

social justice with a particular focus on the higher educational needs of women in the 

Global South. Tina has researched and written widely in the areas of sacramental theology, 

gender theory, Mariology and the role of women in the Church. She is also the founder of 

Catholic Women Speak - a worldwide network of Catholic women with over a thousand 

members - and she is connected with numerous other networks and groups.  

Website: https://www.tinabeattie.com/ 

Recording: https://youtu.be/Ecs5tXpPT5c 

 

Responding to Our Assembly – Thursday 5th November  

Conversation with Fr James Alison _ LGBTI People in the Church 

James joined us for an evening of informal discussion and theological exploration about the 

experience of being a member of the LGBTI community in the Church today. It was an 

evening of grace and discernment. 

James Alison is a Catholic theologian, priest and author. His principal claim to fame is as 

one of those who has done most to bring the work of the great French thinker René Girard 

to a wider public. In addition, he is known for his firm but patient insistence on truthfulness 

in matters LGBTI as an ordinary part of basic Christianity, and for his pastoral outreach in 

the same sphere. 

Website: http://jamesalison.com/ 

Recording: https://youtu.be/-XNDpvhUCiM 

  

https://www.youtube.com/redirect?v=Ecs5tXpPT5c&event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqbm1YYXplaFFUdEd4WmhleHp3dFRTVnR4NGdlQXxBQ3Jtc0tsTjhfaGFpaUZFS3J3RVdsRWYyckgxUk4yaVdreWFIMG9qdDVGV1FRSFNBQVEzZFFCb0xXdmREcXBiOVhCLVlwMFE1TkUtcEJMZU1yT0duQzhpRGM4YTNJbGluNi1OMjlhcEs3QVFqOVZjSjRJbHRidw%3D%3D&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tinabeattie.com%2F
https://youtu.be/Ecs5tXpPT5c
http://jamesalison.com/
https://youtu.be/-XNDpvhUCiM
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Advent Journey 2020 

Forced like Jesus Christ to Flee 

Evenings of Conversation - Reflection - Prayer 

Our overall theme 'Forced like Jesus Christ to Flee' was the one chosen by Pope Francis for 

this year’s 106th World Day of Migrants and Refugees. And in his message for that day he 

said:  

 When we talk about migrants and displaced persons,  

 all too often we stop at statistics.  

 But it is not about statistics, it is about real people!  

 If we encounter them, we will get to know more about them.  

 And knowing their stories, we will be able to understand them. 

 

Our Advent Journey presented us with an opportunity to listen, engage in conversation and 

pray that despite the ‘dark clouds over a closed world’ we, through the inspiration of the 

Spirit, may find new paths of hope. 

 

Thursday 3rd December – Alison Phipps 

Forced to Leave ~ Singing in a Foreign Land 

Alison, who holds the UNESCO Chair in Refugee Integration through Languages and the 

Arts at the University of Glasgow, facilitated an evening of grace and blessings in which 

she reframed the ‘refugee crisis’ as a ‘crisis of hospitality’.  

Through powerful stories, images, poetry and prayer she shared the tragic reality of so 

many of our sisters and brothers whose only hope is to seek refuge in a foreign land. Alison 

also shared of the hope that was to be found in the various groups that were taking 

liberating action to truly be the body of Christ for all. 

 

Thursday 10th December – Danny Sweeney 

Forced to Leave ~ No Room in a Foreign Land 

Danny works as a coordinator for Justice and Peace Scotland and shared his experiences of 

being ‘drawn’ to work with, and, for refugees. From accompanying young families and 

unaccompanied children from Calais to Toulon after the demolition of the ‘old jungle’ in 

November 2016; to his Salesian Youth Ministry’s ‘Valdocco’ summer camp project, 

offering asylum seeking/ refugee young people an otherwise unavailable holiday 

experience; and to his current work with J&P Scotland in creating awareness within the 

Church, fostering and supporting hospitality projects for refuges and encouraging advocacy 

for the rights of refugees. 

 

  

https://www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk/
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Thursday 17th December ~ Hyab Yohannes and Hannah Rose Thomas 

Stories of Pain, Survival and Hope leading to a Liturgy of Lament and Hope 

Hyab is an Eritrean refugee and researcher at the University of Glasgow and holder of the 

UNESCO RILA PhD Scholarship.  

He shared the powerful story of his journey from Eritrea to Scotland and the work he 

currently does with refugees and asylum seekers.  

Hannah is an English artist and Durham graduate in Arabic and History, currently studying 

her PhD at Glasgow University as a UNESCO Scholar.  

She shared her experience of living in Jordan as an Arabic student in 2014, and organising 

art projects with Syrian refugees for UNHCR. This experience led her to seek ways to 

combine her art and humanitarian work and she subsequently began painting portraits of 

refugees she had met, to show the people behind the global crisis, whose personal stories 

are often shrouded by statistics.  

Through her art Hannah gives voice to the voiceless, lionises the isolated and prescribes 

dignity to the persecuted and forcibly displaced. Hannah seeks to use art as a tool for 

advocacy, bringing their stories into places of influence in the West. 

Seeing her work and hearing Hannah link it to unique individuals was a great blessing. 

 


