Resources for young people.

Resource Pack
Valerie Cameron
(Scottish Episcopal Church)

James 2 : 1-10 [11-13], 14-17
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Love your neighbour: Love your plane

1. Poster making/Banners
Materials needed: A3 paper or card any colour, bigger if possible
Paints, crayons, coloured pens etc

Ask the group to think about the climate crisis and what it means to them
‘Climate’ is shorthand for many challenges. This might mean
temperature increases, storms / floods / drought, crop failures, industry / pollution,
smog, Sea level changes / shrinking ice caps, endangered species, migration of
people and animals etc
Using the ideas discussed, get the group to make posters or banners to reflect their
ideas.

2. Role play
For five or more young people.
Materials needed: some garments for a rich person and some for a
poor person
Set the scene as though you were getting ready to give a
presentation on climate crisis to a group of people
Use the posters and banners you have made as the backdrop for
the play so your congregation can see them
Cast:James
Usher
Rich person
Poor person
Reader
Audience…other youngsters in the group
……and your usual congregation

Script
James

Hi everyone and thank you for coming. I want to talk about
something that happened earlier.
We’re all here as believers in our Lord Jesus Christ and one of
his important messages is that we must love each other. You
must never treat people in different ways according to their
appearance. Earlier a rich person wearing a gold ring and fine
clothes came to our meeting, and also a poor person in ragged
clothes came along. This is what happened.

[enter the Usher and the rich person]

Usher

Here have the best seat there…..(rich person sits at the front,
usher moves to the side)

James

but then a poor person came in

[enter the Usher and the poor person]

Usher

Stand over there in the corner (poor person stands in the corner,
usher moves to the side)

James

This created inequalities and prejudice based on what someone
looks like, and that’s unkind.
Listen, God chose the poor people of the world to be rich in faith
and to be heirs of His kingdom, and this was promised to those
who love him. But here, you have been unkind to the poor
person.
You were kind to the rich person, just because of his nice
clothes and jewellery.
Was this the right thing to do?
You will be doing the right thing if you obey the law of the
kingdom, which is found in the Bible.

Reader

It says

“Love your neighbour as yourself”

James

But if you treat people because of their appearance, you have
broken this rule. Whoever breaks one of the rules is guilty of
breaking all of them.
We need to speak and act as people who are honest and follow
Gods rules. God is pleased with people who are kind to each
other and treat people equally.
What good is it if someone says they have faith in God but they
don’t put it into action.
If someone is poor and needs food or clothing, what good is it if
you say

Reader

God bless you, go in peace

Usher

Keep warm and eat well

James

…..if you don’t help them and provide for their needs. That is
with faith without actions, and that faith is not real.

Reader

The scripture is telling us, that as people of faith, we need to act
on what is right.
At this time, we focus on God’s creation and raise our concerns
about the climate crisis
Around the world there are many poor nations that are affected
by drought and poor harvests, changes in sea levels, flooding,
storms and pollution. Injustice and prejudice is at the root of all
these things.
The Earth as a whole, with the richness of all the creatures, is
made poor by human greed and thoughtlessness.
God created the World including us to be carers for the Earth
but you can see from our posters that we’re not making a good
job of it.
God loves us and commands us to love our neighbour and in so
doing we must love the World too, to stand up for and care for
the Earth. As faithful people, let us act to love our neighbour and
so, to love our planet. You can’t do one without the other.

Prayer
Let us pray
(use different speakers for the lines)
Heavenly Father, we pray that we may be people of faith that act to love our
neighbour to prevent inequalities and prejudice
We pray that our church will act as a beacon of faith in action with hope for the
future.
We pray for those who are poor and most vulnerable, especially those affected by
drought, floods and storms.
We pray for our World and may we be inspired to respond to the urgent cry of the
Earth, to stop the damage that is happening so that we can restore and care for
God’s wonderful creation.
We ask this in Jesus’ name
Amen

