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TREE PRAYER
By Barry Watson, 

EcoCongregation Scotland board member,

Castlemilk Parish Church.

Creator God, from the beginning of time, you caused the land to 
produce all manner of trees  

which bore seeds, leaves and fruit and saw that it was good. 

And that was only the start  
of what you have created trees to do. 

You designed an amazing chemical process   



- Photosynthesis  
- to draw carbon dioxide from the atmosphere; 
- to extract carbon to make trees grow;  
to create nutrients to replenish the soil  
and return oxygen back into the atmosphere to enable all of your 
creatures to breathe. 

Through millennia,  
trees have held the soils,  
the hillsides and rivers in their places;  

made habitats  
for diverse bugs, insects and birds of the air;  
provided wood for shelter,  
fire for heat and through work of human hands  
useful things of every kind. 

You have declared  
that the leaves of the trees  
are for the healing of the nations;  

but first we must care for them,  
understand and find the ways they can cure diseases.   

Trees are also called to praise you:  
O Lord; they will clap their hands. 

Lord we confess  
that we have not cared for trees and forests in the way we should.   
Rain forests have been recklessly been chopped down  
for the sake of selfish greed and profit  
which has caused  untold environmental damage.   

In our own land, we have had clearances,  
moving people away from caring for your creation,  
to make way for profit. 

Lord Jesus, when you arrived in the world,  
you were laid in a manger made of wood;  
as a carpenter you worked with wood,  
understood and shaped practical and beautiful items of all kinds.  
On your travels, you sailed in wooden boats on the sea of Galilee.   
You were connected to creation  
by being nailed to a cross of wood to die;  
but that was never going to be the end of your story.  



Lord, help us to understand, protect and appreciate trees,  
woodlands and forests;  
why they are there  
and the diverse purposes they fulfil.   

In Jesus Name 

Amen 

Barry Watson, Eco-Congregation Scotland 


