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Who is the earth?
Psalm 1: 1-3 (abridged)
Happy are those
Whose delight is in the law of the Lord,
They are like trees
planted by streams of water,
which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither.
In all that they do, they prosper.
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Another season of Creationtide has begun. So many years of marking this in our worship,
of rallying cries and speeches at COP and yet still we seem to be heading toward
environment disaster with little dramatic shift in humanity’s behaviour. We cry out God
and to our world to follow the ways of the Lord in respecting the balance of the earth,
and we do not seem to proposer.

Yet faith is the conviction of things not seen. This tree is not planted near a stream but the
sea. It has grown up against the odds amongst rocks, burrowing it roots into the sand. In
the middle of March it has no leaves or fruit, but is loaded with strong buds.
Who is the earth? The earth is our home and our beloved. The earth is the one who forms
buds of new life in places we could not imagine.

Who speaks for the earth?
Psalm 51:6
You desire truth in the inward being;
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
Tides are a response of the ocean to the gravitational pull of
the moon on the earth. All matter exists is a dance of
interaction. Everything is interconnected, interdependent, interacting. Everything exists in
balance.
In the high tides and the low tides, the changing seasons and the variations in the length
of days, the earth offers us this wisdom. The truth for our inward being is that we humans
are part of the interconnected earth. The wisdom, that when we abuse the generosity of
this earth, we harm ourselves; when we dance in harmony we nurture abundance for all.
Who speaks for the earth? The earth does. Will we listen to their wisdom?

Who cares for the earth?
Psalm 79:1 (The Message)
God! Barbarians have broken into your home,
violated your holy temple,
left Jerusalem a pile of rubble!
The psalmist lamented that God’s home and temple and city
had been invaded and destroyed.
Where do we understand God’s home and temple and city is
today and who is destroying it? How do we lament and could
we also be the Barbarians?
The image shows wine and beer bottles stuffed under a rock. Metal & glass left from
human consumption, laziness, perhaps shame. Yet how easy for nimble human hands to
act, to reach in and clear the waste, and even if humans fail, given time, these too will
wear down and become part of the rocks and the beach, swept in and out with the tide.
Who cares for the earth? Humanity has been gifted with skills and abilities which can
create and destroy. May we use our skills and abilities wisely to care for the earth to which
we belong. But with us or despite us God has created a planet which cares for itself,
always seeking to integrate, renew and rebirth, whatever we throw at it.

Earth as a prophet
Psalm 146:5-7
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord their God,
6 who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them;
who keeps faith forever;
7 who executes justice for the oppressed;
who gives food to the hungry.
The orange rocks, contrasting so brightly with its more muted
companions, are patched with lichen. The lichens orange top surface protects its lower
white surface from too much sun. The nutrient enrichment of bird droppings enables the
lichen to grow.
The rocks on which the lichen is present speak to us of where birds have landed.
The earth speaks to us. In pictures, smells, colours and patterns the earth tells us tales of its
past. Prophesies where it will grow and die. Cries out that humanity as part of it, is just as
interdepend, treasured and fragile as the rest. Do we listen to earth voice?
May the species whose survival is threatened through global warming and human greed,
know that our Maker is driven by love and guided by justice. God is our creator and recreator our help and our hope, who keeps faith forever.

Earth as friend
Psalm 37: 1-4
Do not fret because of the wicked;
do not be envious of wrongdoers,
2 for they will soon fade like the grass,
and wither like the green herb.
3 Trust in the Lord, and do good;
so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.
4 Take delight in the Lord,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
It may appear that those who abuse and consume the earth, seem to have a better
time. The long in the tooth psalm writer wants to assure their struggling hearer that in the
long run, evil doers fade like the grass, it is following God’s way which bear long term fruit.
Choosing to live God’s way, may not seem to have an immediate impact, but is an
expression of trust in God; the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. (Heb 11:1)
The oyster catcher does not worry about doing good or evil, but they live their lives in
faith; Faith that today is the day of being alive. Faith that somewhere in the sand are
worms to eat and somewhere in this day will be a place to rest. Faith that their wings and
the wind will carry them. Faith that their mate will stick by them.

As they swoop across the sky, sometimes alone and sometime in crowds of black and
white Vs, their peeping cry toots a friendly reminder of what it is it be alive and to live
trusting the generous earth and its loving creator, sustainer and guide.

