
This week,   
Jeremiah’s potter [ch 18] shows how openness to a re-think is better sooner than later. The 
deadlines of climate are about getting on with it now, rather than waiting until everything is locked in 
and inflexible. 
 In the much-loved Psalm 139,  the Psalmist learns to cope with a creator God, who has not only 
“ searched me out and known me’  but knows us because we’re made of the same stuff as the 
rest of Creation. The Good News of Warning is well represented in Deuteronomy 30 and Psalm 1.  
Rev Rory Macleod of Skye  shows how,  in his  letter to slave-owner Philemon, from a 
position of powerlessness combined with moral authority, Paul sticks his neck out to promote 
partnership and respect between divided by inequality, whilst the stringent words of Christ in Luke 
14, reflected on by Rob Burnett of St Ninian & St Triduana’s Edinburgh,  insist on the 
realistic  wisdom of  reading the signs and adapting to circumstance - as a matter of survival!
Rosalind Hine of St Andrews Churches Eco Group reflects on whom we might accept 
and respect as a ‘prophet’ in our day - David Attenborough, Greta Thunberg - or someone else?

We also welcome the first of several sets of prayers written by Probationer minister 
Gillean Richmond, who undertook a placement with the EcoChaplaincy as part of her training. 

 A downloadable major video reflection on this week’s readings  (to 
complement or take the place of a sermon) will be available by mid-August

Scripture Passages: 

Jeremiah 18:1-11



( ECS staff)

Recycling and repurposing is a lot easier before you’ve ‘fired the clay’, or even before it dries and 
becomes brittle. 
Like the ‘stiff necks’ God complains about in God’s people  elsewhere, inflexibility  and 
intransigence is not a God-approved virtue.    There’s a subtle urgency to getting change under way, 
rather than presuming on a gradual bit-by-bit approach. The net-zero target dates of churches are 
for completion, rather than slow-starting.

Led to observe the  potter’s hands-on matter-of-factness, Jeremiah sees that whatever is 
prematurely  ‘set in stone’  is fit only to be thrown away, rather than repurposed, once it’s had its 
day.

What, instead, can be done with the last mess you’ve got into?  Despite the  strains in their 
relationship elsewhere in the  Boo,  Jeremiah’s God here displays a remarkable absence of malice, 
vengefulness,  and favouritism.   
Some  Christians like to hide behind an image of an absolutely decisive God,  and use “God’s in 
charge”  both as an excuse to disengage from environmental commitment. 
But this God is so much “in charge”  that they are free to change their mind according both  to the 
evil and good aspirations of a nation:  For Jeremiah a disastrous outcome of injustice is as much 
“the will of God” and “for the good” as the prospering of a nation whom God equips with the 
wherewithal for justice. 
For a nation i) persisting in fossil fuel exploitation, or  ii) returning under some pretext to fresh 
exploration,  and neglecting a just transition, in the full knowledge that these things harm our 
human and animal neighbours in our Common Home, how threatening might it be that as George 
MacLeod put it, God might “be in favour of the other side?”. 
Can we expect God to be on our side if we go out of our way to be enemies to the Earth with 
whose care humankind is entrusted?  That’s why  our hope is in God’s malleable  change of mind 
when we take a different path.

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
( ECS staff)



One of the most-loved of all Psalms, though not particularly comfortable, with signs of overload at 
the experience and the conclusions drawn though a relationship with a God so far ‘above’ us, yet  
face-to-face and attentive.

Though the Psalmist’s God  starts out even more worryingly intrusive than a list-keeping Santa,  in 
the  first half of the Psalm,  they nonetheless  acknowledge that God’s close interest  in us is, after 
all,  affirming rather than threatening.  Our own wonderfulness  comes not only from God’s 
interest in us, but also from the marvel of Creation of whom we are part. Which is still 
problematic. 
The deep wonder appropriate to an awareness of  how we are ‘made’  can be disablingly dazzling. 
Knowing that you don’t know all there is to know is  a very practical wisdom, though it must not 
detract from the  cautious intentionality of  our direct intervention in the processes of Creation.  
The alternative is to sit on the shore waiting to understand the sea whilst the tide, which needs 
not to understand us, nonetheless comes in.  Or to continue to pollute  and exploit as if the 
results were no business of ours.
With close to eight billion humans, our impact - knowing or otherwise - is greater than any other 
species, so we’re already putting our feet in it.
The Psalm’s value is as a challenge to the illusions both that we know, dictate and control Creation, 
and that we lack a place purpose and partnership within the life of the Planet. To believe in this 
God is to know one’s responsibility, one’s insignificance (outside of God’s care) , and one’s very 
great value, underwritten by God’s appreciative attentiveness.

David Attenborough at COP26 Glasgow

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
(Rosalind Hine, St Andrews Churches Eco Group)
Prophets Ancient and Modern 



Last night I watched the documentary ‘Dinosaurs: The Final Day’, presented by David Attenborough, 
reconstructing the cataclysmic events that spelt the end of the dinosaurs.

This morning I read Deuteronomy 30:15-20. Did Moses take on Sir David’s features or did 
Attenborough grow a beard? Whatever, the voice was unmistakeable - from the ‘then’ of an 
asteroid strike to the ‘now’ of mass extinction via a change in the climate that is being caused by 
us:

See I have set before you today, life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God, that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your 
God and by walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees and ordinances, then 
you shall live and become numerous and the Lord your God will bless you.... 

But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray and remain mired in 
selfishness, greed and apathy, I declare to you today that you shall perish…. 

I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live…. 

(N.B. Although it was reading the quote widely attributed to Gus Speth that sparked the use of 
‘selfishness, greed and apathy’ to substitute for ‘other gods’ I don’t myself think it is necessary in 
this context to treat it as a quote – but maybe I’m wrong there!)

Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
(ECS Staff)

A huge proportion of Scripture is devoted to warnings, which are expressions of God’s robust 
love. 
It might be worth, in your own reading of scripture, highlighting or keeping a tally  as to how many 
warnings are issued in any given book.
The writers of Deuteronomy are hugely preoccupied with the lure of the abusive cults of “other 
gods” , though at least equal harm results to ourselves - and even more, to others -  from our 



“bowing down and serving”  the cults of money, warfare, the power of fossil fuels, with all the 
mystique that still surrounds them.  Likewise, the exclusion of the rights of the poor and the Earth 
from our assessment of what is good and right.  The cult of apathy surrenders still  more  power to 
polluting philosophies which dictate the apparent balance of the status quo, so that any change 
appears costly, because we ignore or dismiss the cost  of carrying on as we have. Doing nothing is 
already the decision to engage in that sort of idolatry. Our lifestyle already demonstrably harms 
sisters and brothers in faith and otherwise, as well as fellow creatures, loved and cared for by God.  
The respected peer-reviewed science of the IPCC ( Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change), 
whose deliberations are presented both in complex and readily accessible forms does this work 
for us with great integrity.  The UK’s  Climate Change Committee also aims at clarity and 
trustworthiness in conveying information crucial to our wellbeing - but only so long as it’s acted 
on. The knowledge of  threat and danger is open and clear, and for that, thanks is due to God. Yet  
the choice to ignore it remains, and God offers no immunity against pig-ignorance.
This  passage encourages us to make clear and well-informed choices, resisting fake science, fake 
news, and any and every form of religion which encourages complacency and disengagement. Even 
if it bears the right sort of label!  

Psalm 1
(ECS Staff)

Wishful thinking?  is it enough to be constantly ‘mindful’ of God’s warnings in scripture and the 
signs of our times? - Whilst not putting that mindfulness into practice inn everyday life, and in the 
vital personal decisions about career, housing, shopping  and transport.  Is the demise of the wicked 
guaranteed?  Perhaps, but in a shared planetary home, they take the innocent with them. The rich 
and the guilty will indeed and eventually suffer, or perhaps their descendants, but the tragedy is that 
the poor, and today, those contributing least to the loss of the Earth’s life-giving balance, bear the 
cost long before ‘the counsel of the wicked’ finds their hands are tied.

Otherwise, the Psalm offers us a lovely reminder of the importance of trees, their nurture, and 
their relationship with the management of waters, flooding etc. All those things well known to 
ancient and indigenous peoples, including the writers of scripture,  which seem like recent 
discoveries in an arrogant age of science. But trees are also fragile.  Here in Scotland, we recall 



Storm Arwen in the closing days of 2021, which destroyed 16 million trees in one night.  It’s not 
just chaff the wind blows away. And with each increment of global warming, such catastrophes 
become -measurably - more frequent. 

We need fully to appreciate our dependence on  the life-giving generosity of green things, and find 
ways of being like them, taking care of them, living like them. Lives beneficial to life around us, 
always mindful of their dependence too.
In the meantime,  the solidarity of God with those who strive to live with justice is an appreciable 
pillar of the spiritual resilience our congregations need to withstand and adapt to the brutal 
changes we can expect within all our lifetimes. 
That  ‘the Lord knows the way of the righteous’  is a potent  ingredient in the antidote to despair. 
Faith faces, rather than merely flees disaster. And never succumbs to  the arrogance of trying to 
face it alone.

Philemon 1-21

Rev Rory MacLeod, Church of Scotland, Isle of Skye
Philemon 1. 1-21

The first thing that strikes one about this letter is that, although Philemon is the one being 
approached and the one whose name is on the envelope so to speak, it is actually addressed to the 
whole “church that meets in your home”. It is as if Paul is calling witnesses to what he is about to 
ask of his friend and colleague. And the apostle further prepares the ground with a good dollop of 
flattery and encouragement: “because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints.”  

The message about the injustice which causes the climate crisis is likewise addressed not just to 
eco-enthusiasts to whom it may be palmed off, but the whole church, in all its forms guises and 
activities, that meets in the ‘common home’ of our planet. What might seem marginal  is of  special 
concern to all, and implies their repentance and reform.

And then Paul cuts to the chase: an impassioned appeal on behalf of Onesimus, a slave formerly in 
Philemon’s service but latterly, for reasons not explained, under Paul’s protection. Paul clearly 
believes that Onesimus deserves better, yet he wishes to observe due process and allow his 
“owner” to make the that call, rather than exerting his moral authority over Philemon. So he 



returns to the art of persuasion, of which he proves himself a master, insisting that he receive him: 
“no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother.”

We should not lose sight of the fact that Paul himself has been deprived of his physical liberty, 
being under house arrest in Rome. Yet this does not cramp the apostle’s style in continuing to 
direct operations, including the well-being of this runaway slave. 

No inability, nor the seeming  constraints of our own lives, nor worries about whether it is 
appropriate to raise the question, should hold us back from importuning the churches with the 
signs of our times. We do stand to benefit ourselves - and rightly so - when churches are called to 
their potential for justice and for liberation, of people and planet.

Perhaps Paul wishes Onesimus’ liberation to anticipate his own release and, at a more profound 
level, the freedom from sin which is every believer’s inheritance through the intervention of the 
Lord Jesus – “in whom there is neither slave nor free”?

(ECS Staff)
Slavery is a manifest abhorrence to us, though it certainly persists through the evil of the trafficking 
of vulnerable people in our day.   Ten thousand people were referred to authorities in the UK in 
2019. Slavery,  nonetheless, is a commonplace of the cultures of the ancient world, often masked in 
scripture by wimpish translations as “servant”. Eyelids would bat no more at the ownership of a 
slave than ours might at the possession of a ‘fuel-guzzling’ 4X4.   Paul was, even if he had wanted to, 
in no position to demand the abolition of the institution of slavery on which, of course, everything 
we would now defend as “the economy” depended. There is a shocking similarity between the 
delaying tactics  to slow a just transition to a low-carbon economy and those employed, for 
instance, by Lord Melville, still looking down on Edinburgh from his column in St Andrew Square, to 
‘prudently’  postpone the abolition of the evil of slavery, whilst countless fellow human beings 
continued to suffer.  Perhaps even in the lack of freedom to own their own names we see in the 
name of ‘Onesimus’ - Mr Useful.
Paul does not pretend he can change the system in one letter. And yet here he pulls out all the 
stops of wheedling and emotional blackmail, at least to do what he can, for the case of the slave  
Onesimus who had become a Christian, and therefore, unambiguously, an equal and a sibling, 
irrespective of what the “law of the land” might require. Are we ‘law-abiding’ before God?  Are we, 
like Paul, prepared to risk putting our money where our mouth is?
Many of our church buildings are ‘built on the blood of slaves’ with the profits sent home by those 
who, directly or indirectly supported the injustice which we’re nonetheless content to inflict on 
Creation as a whole. Does it help or hinder our spiritual health as congregations to brush such 
truths under the carpet?
 The Poverty Truth Commission has a saying:  ‘Nothing about us without us is for us’ . It seems the 
voice of the Earth is saying something similar.  Look your neighbour in the eye. Then imagine the 
violence involved in treating them like property, or a mineral resource. 
That’s how we treated the great and beautiful and intelligent whales whose presence in the 
ecosystem of the seas, by the grace of God,  contributes to our own wellbeing.  That’s what I 
learned from the scientists at COP last year.  As well as that human inequality harms the planet. No 
further doubt.



Luke 14:25-33

Robert Burnett - St Ninian and St Triduana’s RC, Edinburgh

There are many lessons to be learnt from both the time of the COVID lockdown and the 
emergence back to ‘normality’.
The strong message that came from the government was please act for the common good and the 
overwhelming response of the people, of the crowd, was positive. There was a sense of unity and 
purpose, admittedly underscored by fear, that somehow if we stuck together we would not only 
get through it but emerge stronger.
People also found that whilst the church buildings were closed God was to be encountered in the 
beauty of creation, in places they knew were there but had never seen as sacred spaces before. 
Such encounters allowed the Spirit that is there in the midst of creation to revaluate not only what 
is important in their material life but also in their spiritual life.
For many who worked from home it enabled them to get a better balance between life and work. 
Again a looking at what are my priorities.
There was also during that time of lockdown people, of all faiths and none, who prioritised the 
needs of others, especially the sick and vulnerable, above the needs of their immediate family. We 
clapped them and said we would never forget their sacrifice but have done anything to truly show 
that we appreciate and value them?
What COVID and the climate emergency have clearly shown us is that every aspect of life on this 
planet is interconnected and the economic and political systems that have led us to the verge of 
annihilation are not fit for purpose if our purpose is to be authentic followers of Jesus and build a 
just, peaceful and sustainable world.
Within my tradition as the lockdown restrictions eased the focus of our religious leaders was on 
how to get people to go back to church. The idea of discerning what the Spirit had being saying to 
people during the lockdown was not considered important the focus was basically bums on seats. 
For many it was insulting to suggest that somehow because you had not been in church you had 
not been able to encounter Jesus. However, in case people felt that the opportunity to fully 
encounter Jesus again was not enough they stressed that now the restrictions had been lifted 
people were ‘obliged’ to return to weekly mass!
In the Gospel surely Jesus is ‘obliging’ us to put our priority on having an lifestyle that prioritises 
Gospel values in all we say and do and that all our acts of worship we are called to gather to be 
nourished such that we might go forth filled with the Spirit to respond to the Cry of the Poor and 
the Cry of the Earth?



(ECS Staff)
Love your neighbour as yourself!  Net-Zero in a decade or two! Turn the other cheek!  Wildlife 
welcome!   Great idea! Then exceptions and excuses pile up. And Jesus is not impressed.  But can 
we still trace the love in how he lashes out?

Luke gives us  Jesus at his most  brutally shocking, because he’s  striving to ensure that his teaching 
is not watered down beyond recognition.  
”if you do not give up all your possessions”. If you do not hate... everything you love!
Everything listed has power to divert the most determined of us from our chosen course.  
We’re shockingly  familiar with this scenario in climate action. We drill for oil, drive cars, factory-
farm meat, and buy the products of all such activities, whilst organising events that seem to 
encourage us to stop them. We look to build up stockpiles of illegal nuclear weapons on the basis 
of wars in which they must never be used.  We look down on those who fell rainforests to feed the 
factory-farmed cattle we eat in fast food and tut-tut at the palm-oil used to manufacture our food 
and skin products.

But I do not hate my family .... though some, of course, do have cause!
It’s OK to be reeling from the shock. Especially as it’s Jesus who’s saying it.

That’s when to concentrate on the alarm and urgency built into the parable examples:  the twin 
sufferings most feared by Bible writers:  humiliation and the unrestrained violence done by a 
victorious- or even unrestrained invading army, which this year we know so tragically, is neither in 
the past, nor hypothetical. 
If you didn’t love your family, would you be freer to do what’s good for the planet?  
Why not love both instead?
Discipleship as Jesus presents,  is not membership in a club with a direct debit subscription, but 
face-to-face, look-you-in-the-eyes accountability and responsibility.  Alertness is not something 
anyone can delegate, though our churches can be communities of awareness.
So many times, like the ‘Grand Old Duke of York’  we march all our pomp and circumstance as 
societies and churches  up to the top of the hill, to recognise a crisis, only then to  march them 
down again, rather than take them over the brow of the hill into the challenge of a different 
perspective, where change finally makes more sense than staying the same.



 
 

Sermon Ideas: ( Deut 30, Luke 14)
( ECS staff)
In Deuteronomy 30, Moses, passing on with obedience that with which God desires God’s people 
to be confronted, calls upon ‘Heaven and Earth’ as witness “against”  them.  Whatever else we may 
understand by ‘heaven’, we should not lose touch with the nuance of ‘sky’, that is, an aspect of our 
experience as constant as the Earth beneath our feet. Despite the frequent recognition of God as 
‘Maker of Heaven and Earth’, speakers of English in particular are often led into a dualistic 
“worldview” more akin to the multiple dimensions so beloved of science fiction than anything 
which would help us make sense of the experiential,  pedestrian, terrestrial point of view of the 
visionary writer who stands with their feet on the Earth and looks up at the Dome of the Sky. ( cf 
Genesis 1:6, most versions )  However we may analyse it via the tools  of science, our own 
experience is substantially identical.   Bang goes the chance to look down on the wisdom of 
Scripture.
 There are few legal cultures where the position of a ‘witness’ would not presume sentience and 
the ‘possession’ or ‘faculties’ of discernment. Nor is this any mere flourish of legalistic rhetoric.  
The intimate closeness  of human justice and health and  the wellbeing of the Land/ Earth is taken 
for granted throughout the Old Testament. Thus the establishment of the covenant relationship 
delineated in Deuteronomy 30 explicitly involves the directly interactive  relationship of the people 
with their environment  of sky and soil, Heaven and Earth.  The completely unified bottle-garden of 
Creation.  All the more so for us,  who with the scale of our populations and abusive industrial 
interferences with ‘Heaven and Earth’ as well as ‘the Seas and all that is in them, see the damage 
done before our  eyes, the shaking of everything on which we have relied throughout the whole of 
the ‘holocene’, the age in which most human culture - and religion - has enjoyed the stability to 
flourish.   Outer space is known to us,  but for people in crisis on planet Earth,  it’s a space we 
must needs put on hold, except perhaps as a sustaining source of wonder at the night sky.
In the opening words of our reading from Luke 14, Jesus speaks in such a way as to dispel all 
complacency, invoking the terror in his audience both of humiliation and of the sacking of cities by 
armies which, likewise, has not been consigned to the rubbish heap of history.  Things may be bad,  
but  for those who are prepared to choose alertness and heed warnings,  it may be managed to a 
survivable level. Your tower may not be so high, and your relations with powerful neighbours may 
be less than ideal.  As with so very many of Jesus’ parables, damage is done, though help may still be 
offered.  A vital principle in the development of our spiritual resilience to the already locked-in 
turmoils of the climate crisis.  Negotiation, adaptation, mitigation would seem be an appropriate 
way for those who would be disciples of this hard-headed, robustly compassionate Christ.



PRAYERS AND OPENING/CLOSINGS

Call to worship (ECS Staff)

Like the clay in hand of potter
We shall welcome God’s good shaping
Like the  trees by living water
We shall bear the fruit of justice
Like the sand upon the seashore
Are God’s healing possibilities
Stay alert, and heed Christ’s warnings 
Be Good News to all the Earth!

Prayers of approach  Approach, Confession, Assurance of Pardon, and 
supplication. (Gillean Richmond,Presbytery of the South West of Scotland)

Approach
Let us pray:

Within this space,
in this time,
set aside for worship, 
we turn to the mystery of God.
Acknowledging our need for calm
we allow the peace and stillness of Divine Love 
to embrace us.

Eternal God, 
source of vitality, joy, and love, 
Companion of Peace,
Strength Provider,
and Comforter in our darkest moments, 
link our heads and hearts 
in stillness and calm.
Let us leave behind all haste and fury



rush and contempt
all need to consume and corrupt
and, in a quiet moment of oneness with God and our world, 
listen for earth to speak to our innermost being.

Confession

As we seek Earth’s message, 
we take stock of our lives, 
understanding that despite ourselves
we fail to do all that is possible.
In remembering all acts done which fall short of God’s standards, 
we ache for moments we failed to be mediators of God’s Love
in thought, speech, and action.

We ask forgiveness.

God grant us pardon, 
remission of all sins, 
time to amend our wrongful ways, 
and the comforting peace to grow and follow in Christ’s way

Emboldened by our encounter with God, 
may we continue on our journey of faith, 
learning to be more Christlike, 
gladdened and heartened by His example, 
and resting safe in the assurance of God’s enduring love 
for all creation
in Jesus’ name, 
 
Amen

Thanksgiving and Intercession

Clouds rolling across the sea and land,
freedom and space to explore,
the soothing pattern and rhythm of our days
and seasons grounds us in the Eternal.
Tranquillity in early morning rising,
delight in green surroundings,
joyous laughter of children
all remind us of the wonders of our lives.
We give thanks for the gifts we witness around us,
in green spaces, 
in music and creativity,
support, validation, and love in companionship,
our church communities, 
the wisdom in our shared heritage,
and the wonderful example of Jesus.

We bring before God, all those in positions of power,  
that leaders might be guided by wisdom and integrity,



all co-operating in proper care and concern for the world’s resources: 
remembering those dedicating their lives to the care of others,
and all who call out in agony against the oppression of nature.

Where difference threatens stability, 
we pray for understanding and compassion,
for peace in our world,
recovery of the earth and her resources, 
that communities can thrive, 
broken land recover,
and individuals flourish.

We pray for grace and compassion,
to understand the needs of our neighbours,
those who live with anxiety and fear,
people experiencing environmental trauma and
the consequences of past decisions
impacting on their world today.
We lift up all for whom life is daily struggle,
coming to terms with disappointing news, 
or wrong choices and their effects,
and those who still wait for their needs to be met.

We bring silent prayers of our own burdens, both those of love, and those which lie heavily upon 
our hearts.………………….

As we answer our call to follow Jesus, 
in our difficult life experiences and trials, 
where we fear there can be no hope, 
may we feel the healing touch of Christ.

We remember all who have sought God before us,
Saints, martyrs, and mystics,
their wisdom which shapes our knowledge and understanding today.

We pray for our loved ones who have gone through death,
that they may know the brightness of everlasting life, 
and we who are left can continue to grow in their absence.

Amen

Prayer of Approach (ECS Staff)
God, Sustainer, as this day we come to worship
Joining in the choir of rain and sun; 
feeding, resting, nourished as the land by sabbath day.
May our hearts and lives be moved by your Spirit
for the trees of the forest are moved by your Wind.
May we speak to the Earth to be taught of your goodness
and the fish in the sea to be schooled of your wisdom.
As the birds make sky heaven
so may we live for justice, as Good News 



for every good creature you love,
who needs us as we need them.

Prayer of Confession: 
Rosalind Hine , St Andrews Churches Eco Group

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us…. 

There is a reciprocity at work in experiencing God’s forgiveness - it is often in letting go of grudges 
and slights that we become more conscious of God’s grace towards us ourselves and, in turn, more 
forgiving of others.

Lord God, as we make it our daily business 
 to take joy in the natural world, 
 to acCvely care, 
 to cherish signs of hope, 
 to live more simply 
 and tread more lightly 
May we know your forgiveness for past apathy, despair and careless living 
May we know your deliverance from temptaCon to relapse into old ways 
as we become encouragers and change makers, 
parCcipaCng with you in bringing in your kingdom here on earth, 
Amen 

Prayer of Confession (ECS Staff)
Dear Christ, incarnate in the Earth
who brooks no competition with your priority 
of faith, love and justice.
You have given us stories of  alertness, decisiveness, and eyes wide open
to the signs of our times, 
the intelligence to reason and act;
Look with compassion on the choices we have knowingly made
nonetheless
to trample where we might plant
to burn where we might walk
to gobble where we might share
and to feed our face with emptiness
when the full friendship of Creation is offered as our place and purpose.

We have been content to be  mere stewards of property
at the cost of the flocks a Good Shepherd would care for;
Invasive predators, rather than threads of the Web of Life,
Good Shepherds, and light for the Earth.

We have gone wrong. And Earth bears the cost
with the poor, the despised, the  oppressed.
with our neighbours, and flesh which you share.

We have no excuse worth defending 
But change is our hope for new life



Your forgiveness, the power to unlock it
So, by grace, may we urgently  grasp each new chance.
Now.
Before we have put the world right
AMEN.
 

We thank you, God, for the love expressed in warnings
the rebukes and parables of Jesus himself
to those who, like us,  are privileged 
to read the signs of the times.

We thank you for the great and constructive place of forgiveness
in the teachings of Christ: 
that it can feel good to recognise we’re wrong
and change course with God’s blessing.

We give thanks for every time 
we notice something in the Earth around us
which has been there all our life
but pops up to show us we have more to learn
-for which, too, let us feel blessed and grateful.

We thank God for the rain and the sun
doing their own work even-handedly
setting the example for justice, with love and grace
in the conduct of our lives:

And pausing, and not thinking too hard, 
we thank you for the most recent smile we were given
on hearing birdsong, or seeing a fellow creature
going about their life 
which in Christ you also share with us,
Word made flesh
through the rainbow covenant.
We thank you for being alive this day
and the joy we might yet bring to others.
AMEN

Prayer for others / Intercession (ECS Staff) 

God above us around us beneath us, within us
We delight to share with all life 
the building-blocks of cells and the minerals of which we are made

We acknowledge the limits of our knowledge, 
limits which become the more apparent, the more we learn. 
We wonder at weaving of the web of life, 



as the snakes and flowers weave together 
on the high stone crosses of the Scottish islands

And we are inspired by those  artists of the past, 
for whom it was inconceivable
that a cross of salvation would not also be a tree. 
Feeding and offering habitat to all the birds of the air.

We see much too, 
that seems cruel and vicious in what we call nature.
Predators, who nonetheless ensure the balance 
of life and environment

And human selfishness and arrogance
which afflicts us as a species,  expressed in
injustice the oppression of the poor,
and so much harm besides.

For if we are yet  to find our calling in the Communion of Creation
then we must needs model it on how we treat ourselves.

And so, appalled at the damage that has been done
But encouraged by the beauty which remains
we seek and claim the forgiveness
which Jesus so often offered
before folk could put right the harm they had chosen.

God in Christ, hear us,  continue to warn us 
help us to turn 
and rejoice in your way.

Hosanna- God help us!
AMEN

Closing ( As used in the jubilee tree dedication on the Isle of Colonsay)

“May your heart and the heart of your people
 be moved as the trees of the forest are moved by the wind.”  [cf Isaiah 7:4]

and by the Spirit of God, to the care of Creation 
AMEN.



MUSIC CHOICES

We commend the  excellent ongoing resource via Trinity College, in which our board member, Iain 
McLarty, is full involved:

Trinity College: Songs for Sunday
https://www.trinitycollegeglasgow.co.uk/post/creation-time  

And finally: A new song to metrical tunes: ( ECS Staff)

Reshape the clay
Meter 8787  - eg.  All for Jesus,  Gott will’s machen, Servant Song etc.
(But not all with this meter fit, so sing it through)
To go with Jeremiah 18:1-11 or other readings

1)God gets hands-on with life’s substance
reshapes firmly full of care
Clay will never be discarded
Change is better than despair. 

2) Earth with love is made and remade
clay is reshaped every day
Gods Word, rain and snow, sent Earthwards
fruitful justice;  green array!

3) For heaven’s way is round and rounded
beauty formed upon God’s wheel
seasons, cycles, life and new life
trees and seas shall sing and feel.

4) Then releasing, never clinging:
endlessness we cannot choose.
Just grasp  that this day God has made
for us to be  Earth’s Good News.


