
THIS WEEK

Tragedy and violence dominate the lectionary readings : it’s a hard batch to swallow, 
but trust in the goodness of God! All the more as we take in the latest news about the 
state of the planet! 

[https://www.ipcc.ch ] 

If you’ve read though the still raw and crushing witness of  Lamentations 1, you might 
need a good cup of tea or something stronger to face the accompanying Psalm. Is it 
possible to read Psalm 137 without - for my generation at least - a fond memory 
of Boney M’s hit setting  of ‘By the Rivers of Babylon’ - and then stumble on the 
uncensored curse of verses 4 to 6?  

And yet I also recall how that hymn/song became a beautiful informal focus of unity 
in a global Christian conference I attended for the United Reformed Church in 
Jamaica, with descendants of those who had known slavery, singing along.  

Scripture can always surprise.  The frequently marginalised prophet Habbakuk 
firmly pins blame where it belongs: and for us, this means accepting that climate 
change is not ‘natural”, but has human causes.  Psalm 37 can better be grasped 
with an awareness of partnership with the land,  and gives sustenance to those 
inclined just to give up because of the ‘prospering’ of evil.  2 Timothy offer a personal 
and intimate encouragement to the community of the church, and  in Luke 17 Jesus 
delivers a wake-up call to those of his first disciples who expected to sit back and be 
made ‘faithful’ without the engagement and commitment that entails.

Probationer minister Gillean Richmond, who undertook a placement with 
the EcoChaplaincy as part of her training contributes  the first set of prayers, finding 
a delightful form of address for the ‘Magnificent Mystery’ of God.

Highlighting the importance of how we read, rather than just that we read scripture,  
consider the consciously ‘restrained’ reading (video) of the shocking words of 
Psalm 137 by Pat Ellison of the Scottish Episcopal Institute:  https://vimeo.com/
724767658

In the prayer section, we also re-present previously affirmed material from the 
CTBI Climate Sunday initiative and the ‘Framework for prayers’ accompanied 
by the video version filmed in the sacred space of a bird hide, both by EcoChaplain 
David Coleman, as ECS staff.

As the season ends, may we daily  join the shout of ‘Hosanna’  -God help us! - 
echoing throughout Creation, remembering that this is also a joyful shout,  a script 
and Commission for those who would be Good News for every creature [cf Mark 
16:15]



*** A downloadable major video reflection on this week’s readings  (to complement 
or take the place of a sermon) will be available by Early September

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES
Lamentations 1:1-6 
and “The Response”: Lamentations 3:19-26

(ECS Staff)
The crushingly tragic experiences of ‘God’s people’  recorded in Lamentations should be 
approached with care, though it is salutary that they did find a place in Scripture.  Likewise the 
current popular trend towards ‘lament’ over the state of the planet and humanity’s broken 
relationship with the Earth. Lament should cleanse and prepare us for the future, rather than bog 
us down in ‘gloom and doom’. 
 Bible studies on the book of Lamentations  in places already  tragically impacted by climate change 
have  actually yielded hope, at least as people recognise the inclusion of comparable tragedy in the 
pages of scripture. 

Nonetheless, I would be wary of directing a congregation towards perpetual mourning, or grief 
without end, even as we acknowledge hurt, frustration and confusion, or observe the harm done to 
people and wildlife.  Rather, the constructive and sustaining spirituality of oppressed peoples:  
“hosanna”  ( God help us!) rather than “hallelujah”  (rejoicing in help received) leads us forward in 
hope for the long haul.  
Don’t get bogged down, even in rational despair.  At an interfaith meeting on the evening before 
COP26 began, a speaker from a tradition related to Christianity suggested that we would soon see 
‘a generation who had no right to hope.’
  Christianity, thought the ages, has faced in a number of times and places what seemed to be ‘the 
end of the world’. That’s why our faith today is once more a key resource for hope.   



 Hurt and damage done nonetheless do need  acknowledgment and a roadmap towards healing, 
and in the ‘response’ of Lam 3: 19-26, realistic hope goes together with faith, leading us in different  
paths from despair. 

Psalm 137

( ECS staff)

Psalm 137 is a  visceral memorial of bitterness and the last-gasp resistance of the 
powerless in the face of merciless humiliation, and the exercise of power beyond 
even the aims of the powerful. It has been recycled into a sing-along song of longing 
and exile by various communities, but who dares preach on the horrible curses of 
verse 8 and 9? Or does hearing such utterly  terrible  things in church help us 
appreciate the reality of what comes about through the imperialist domination of 
Earth and fellow human beings?  If we talk of legacies of slavery, this may be the voice 
of those enslaved. 
I wonder if you might need to offer pastoral support to whomever reads this aloud,  
or even ask the congregation to pray for their reader before presenting this 
extraordinary piece of scripture. Would you prefer to find something else to preach 
on? - perhaps, and that is a judgement responsibly to be accepted by leaders of 
worship. Above all, if you do choose to risk Psalm 137,  do not  mislead the 
congregation by breaking off after verse 4.

I’m reminded of the statement by scientists at COP that the Earth can remain “our 
friend”  up to 1.5 degrees of global warming. Beyond that, like the exiles in Babylon, 



unable find comfort in waters and trees, Earth  will be pushed too far - and sing 
along with the exiles!  
Sing this for the Earth, when our friends in the churches hesitate and evade urgent 
change.

Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 

( ECS staff)

Unremitting bad news is not just a function of what it’s hoped will sell newspapers; it 
often characterises what drops daily into my in-tray as EcoChaplain.  Studies from 
scientists accompany the sluggishness of nations to implement  their  net-zero 
promises.  I’ve subscribed, as a balance, to the site “Positive News”, which seeks out 
and reports on real and encouraging signs of justice, peace, and the care of the Earth.

But it’s in the face of the real and genuine bad news, deluged into our lives without 
context.  That’s when  the sustaining encouragement of a  local church, taking their 
carbon footprint in hand as a response of faith, shaping a community fruit or nature 
gardener even installing EV charging and bike racks acquires an unexpected  
significance as a prayer of hope.  A resource of resilience.
As a visitor to many local churches, I’ve found I much prefer being involved in 
worship than simply giving an evening talk to those with sufficient interest to turn 
out, valuable though that clearly is. It’s within the sacred space of worship that we do 
have the wonderful resources of prayer, praise, music and community, as well as 
customs of presenting scripture.
That’s where this truth needs to be made clear: like the violence  Habbakuk 
bemoans, Climate crisis is absolutely not ‘natural’: it is knowingly and therefore 
intentionally inflicted on the Earth, the animals, and the homelands people share.
But even more challenging than bad news is when we recognise that our current 
dependency on fossil fuels and the system that supports it really will end. That’s 
when we look urgently to God to build us up now to face the transition. 
Has Christian faith, in your lifetime, ever seemed more relevant?



Psalm 37:1-10 

( ECS staff)
Orchard project, Greyfriars Kirk EcoCongregation Edinburgh

In these verses we hear a call to develop our partnership with the Land: To ‘possess’ it, as other 
creatures ‘possess’ a habitat. The extract begins by setting human arrogance and injustice alongside 
the transitoriness, fragility and humility of the grass. 
 
How do we appreciate, celebrate, or come to terms with our “grassness”? Are we embarrassed at 
our weakness, or have we grasped , with Paul, that [2 Cor 12:10]” when I am weak, then I am strong. 
“  He did not write “when I am weak, then I am wrong!”  

What freedoms are available to us, because we are not in charge, not violent, not unjust?

Verse 3 wonderfully combines faith, justice, and the rewards of wise management of land;   the 
responsibility that comes with putting down your own roots in any given place.
When churches plant orchards, and wildflower meadows, they discover it’s a lifetime’s relationship, 
not  a slot-machine experience.  ‘Evildoers’ - that is, in this song, those without commitment cannot 
hope to prosper or survive. We could waste time and energy in outrage.  But  these are more 
fruitfully  invested in care for the Earth.

I have become aware that preachers and teachers who stick their necks out over the spiritual 
implications of climate crisis are sometimes in for a hard time from colleagues:  churches pride 
themselves on their responsiveness to change, yet ring-fence no-go areas of holiness or indeed of 
scholarship, which are ‘too holy to be green’.  It takes confidence - and this is what the Psalmist 
confides to God- to hold on to integrity when you seem to be out of step with what’s expected.

Creation is no longer in any sense a ‘soft option’  for preaching, though may also be a source of 
considerable and sustaining comfort.



Psalm 37 is a prayer for those who, against the odds, and sometimes thanklessly, nonetheless, and 
with courage, faith and cheerfulness, risk the loving choice of saying what needs said. 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

( ECS staff)

Scholars with some unanimity accept that this letter is not necessarily written by the hand of ‘Paul’ 
in person, though perhaps we need to grow up and out of any attitude which, because of that valid  
insight, downgrades or disregards the value of documents in which we see such fascinating signs of 
the community life of the Earliest Church. The ‘traditional’ story, that this was the final letter Paul 
wrote from prison before his death, and to a church with a degree of organisation and coherence, 
fits well with the context, if not the style and preoccupations of this letter as it is presented to us. 
To whom does it really matter who finally drafted this treasure of the community which we share 
today?
Fully to build community as the church of Jesus Christ is as green an aim as any.  The movement of 
EcoCongregation Scotland is concerned with how to be ever  more fully and confidently and even 
obediently “the Church”, built up by hope, prayer and encouragement in response to the signs of 
our times. 
God loves the World.  Should not we, who look to love God, share that concern?  And as we can 
see from this letter,  intimately personal and  mutual encouragement belongs  firmly to the nature 
of the Church. When did you last offer encouragement to a church member - or leader? No one, 
whether imprisoned or struggling through the working week, should be abandoned to the 
challenges we face. And we rely - always- far more on the Grace of God than any of our 
achievements, however ambitious.
Handled with the prayerful discernment which goes with openness to  the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, the best-known precepts of our faith make for a life of mindfulness and consideration for the 
whole of Creation. Consider  the ‘Fruits of The Spirit’ [Gal 5:22-23], the ‘Ten Commandments’ , and 
indeed Jesus’ summary of the Law in Matt 22.37-39, though it’s fair to ask whether  the love for 
our “neighbour” now reasonably includes fellow creatures, their habitats and ecosystems, rather 
than being restricted to the human beings whose wellbeing depends on our wise interaction and 
partnership  with ‘all flesh’ [Genesis 9:15].
The writer is also at ease with the best of their (Jewish) heritage, and the ‘Communion of Saints’, 
the ‘Church in heaven and Earth’ including those who faced and lived through Earth-shattering 
events, is a valued part of any ‘resources’ available to Christians today.’better or wiser’ than they 
are, though we do live in very different times.  



It really does not matter if the hymns you sing and prayers you offer are old or new, ancient or 
novel, simply: does the worship you offer to God help you to live more faithfully and boldly, and 
inclusively of the voices of the poor and the Earth, through whom - if Scripture is a guide - God 
chooses to speak powerfully and prophetically when Creation is in need.

Luke 17:5-10

Display: from one of the scientific pavilions in the Blue Zone at COP26, Glasgow

( ECS staff)
When Jesus trains disciples, ‘faith’ - trust - emerges as a power to push beyond expectation:  he 
asks them to be prepared to grow beyond the degrading obedience on which the universally 
prevalent institution of slavery in the ancient world insisted. 

When presenting this passage to a congregation, perhaps make sure you do not soften ‘slave’ to 
‘servant’, as if ‘slavery is OK when it’s in the Bible’, or even, shockingly, in the mouth of Jesus. 

Don’t protect scripture from scripture or you might end up protecting yourself from what you 
have to learn.

Faith  inspires faith: it brings such an appreciation of the personality of Creation, that a tree, when 
addressed by the faithful, would obediently relocate to an inappropriate planting.  And yet, even 
faith can be misused, maybe even in this example:  “the right tree in the right place”  a 
watchword for scientists at COP, reminds us of the necessary corrective of love in our 
intervention in Creation.

Then that wonderful relativisation of blind obdience: “worthless servants/slaves do only what they 
ought to have done.” . In the climate crisis, those entrusted with care for the Earth - and that’s our 
species - may need to go above and beyond what seems normal or even respectable, remembering 
that in ancient times as well as those in which much of our built heritage was created, it was 
completely respectable to profit from the suffering of others, and all the more so if they were ‘out 
of sight, out of mind’. 

I live in Edinburgh, whose skyline is marked by the colossal statue on an enormous column, which 
as an engineering marvel of its time. The statue is of Lord Melville, whose defenders cite his 
intervention - in Scotland -on behalf of the rights and liberty of Joseph Knight, sold in slavery in 



Jamaica, then taken to Scotland.  And yet Melville’s influence is also held to have delayed the 
abolition of slavery by several years. This might seem minor, unless you were one of the hundreds 
of thousands of enslaved humans concerned.  Read the other lectionary piece, Psalm 137, from 
verse 4, to see how that might feel, and then think again about ‘gradual’ change in response to 
climate crisis, or slavish respect for those who ‘wisely’ try to slow things down.

Sermon Idea: 
( Mostly 2 Timothy 1:1-14 but also Luke 17:5-10 )
( ECS staff)

Community and individual identity:  complementary or in conflict?

Fully to build community as the church of Jesus Christ is as green an aim as any.  If that is not yet 
clear, then we’re missing something.  

No church is perfect, but very few do not offer to their members - and sometimes workers -  
something like the very special support that Paul so cherished that he singled folk out by name. 

The scholarly insistence that Paul himself may not have written the letter, supports the value of the 
missional community. Communities cherished the shared stories which sustained them and built 
them up.  And does the same for us - on a good day!

EcoCongregation Scotland is about  how to be ever  more fully and confidently “the Church”, built 
up by hope, prayer and encouragement in response to a deepening of our awareness of our part in 
the communion/community of Creation.  Of how we can be encouraged and delighted, as well as 
committed and concerned. What works for you?

There are a variety of ways of grasping  the powerful idea on the first page of most Bibles: that 
“human being” is in the image and likeness of God.  

It’s right to assert the exceptional value of each and every  individual in this way,  though also, 
without minimising that value, that  we do not lose sight of how ‘image and likeness’ refers to our 
species as a whole.  Whenever we exclude or disregard for ‘reasons’ of race, gender, ability, identity 
or any other barrier we might insist on, we diminish our knowing of God.  



Likewise, the place of our species in the community with whom God established the ‘rainbow 
covenant’ of Genesis 9: with “all flesh” and with “the Earth”.  Like the persons of the Holy Trinity, 
our species enjoys a “distinctive, but not separate” identity from all other life, with whom every cell 
in our bodies shares so much. 

Frequently,  we tell stories about individuals as if they could either exist or be understood outside 
the intersection of the communities - and indeed environments - with whom they interact.  

Think of a prominent activist, artist, or explorer with whom you are familiar: then subtract their 
faith, their nationality, and their place in the natural world, and see if what is left adds up to the 
same person.  

The weakness of such an exercise is that biographers may not have thought to provide all these 
threads in the weaving of the tapestry of that personality.  We are misled.

Or, as with the recent multimedia  ‘Van Gogh’ exhibition, which showed an almost total avoidance 
of the very complex place of faith inn the artist’s life.  Are  the commercial(?)  motives that caused 
that evasion, similar to those which lead us to see our relationship with the rest of Creation as 
that of a caretaker of property, rather than of a loving and mutually dependent relative?

God loves the World.  In Earth’s entirety,  not limited to human society, however special our place 
and purpose might be.  Should not we, who look to love God, share that concern?  -And celebrate  
the community - over centuries -  in the church which has been nourished and sustained by a 
closer connection with non-human Creation?

Would those who perpetuate ‘modern slavery’ or environmental harm  be so evil without the 
opportunity?  And would that opportunity have arisen unless someone somehwhere refused to 
speak out? 
 The small choice to do or say the right thing may, by the grace of God, lead to great blessing. 
Dare we neglect that possibility in our day-to-day lives?

PRAYERS AND OPENING/CLOSINGS
Call to Worship/Opening (ECS Staff, based on ‘I am sayings of John’s Gospel)



Christ you are the vine
the fruitful tree, connecting life

Christ you are the bread
daily partnership with life

Christ you are the light
illuminating all Creation 

Christ you are the Way
Guide our feet , for you are Life and Truth

Prayer of Adoration, Confession, Absolution and Supplication

(Gillean Richmond:  Presbytery of the South West of Scotland)

God calls us into oneness with the Divine,
engendering order, 
bringing forth light and colour,
stilling our hearts,
bringing moments of peace.

Let us pray.

Magnificent mystery, 
in a world full of wonder,
where humankind feels small 
amidst the vastness of a universe 
unknown and eternally unknowable.
We pause, giving thanks for all that we are and have, 
eternally Loved, 
embraced by the Creative Force 
felt through our feet
and tingling in our hearts
at the sight of a sunset
or tiny drop of dew.

God, understood in our struggles and joys,
our hidden places of fear, sorrow, and shame, 
in disappointment and delight, 
present in our very essence.

We recognise our failings, 
actions regretted, 
words spoken harshly, 
impulses poorly controlled
harm caused.
We fail to show complete Love,
and we are sorry.



God grant us pardon and deliverance from all our wrongs,
confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and bring us to completeness.

Met with truths of reality,
we explore, 
trying to understand,
desiring to embrace 
and desperate to heal.
Following the words and example of Jesus,
we open our senses to encounter God,
in every individual, 
every living thing,
giving thanks for all that we are, 
and all that we can be, 
in Jesus’ name, 

Amen.

Prayer of approach
(From the URC Climate Sunday resource )
*Feel free to edit as required 

Sustaining God
in these days of turmoil and challenge 
when we have learned already 
that more change is possible 
than we wanted to cope with
we ask for the liberation of your joy
in all times and all circumstances
and we give thanks 
for your solidarity 
even before we grasp the tasks ahead.

Strengthen us to speak boldly
and with our fear that we might actually be heard:
Laugh with us 
as we  reassess what we held to be wisdom;
to enjoy the humility 
the urgency 
the pride in your friendship;



for all we knew has changed
except your faithfulness
and your love 
spoken in Flesh
for the Earth.

Prayers of Confession:
(From the URC Climate Sunday resource) 
*Feel free to edit as required

Sustaining God
today, the stones are shouting
for the Lord’s disciples have been silent

Today the cycles of the seasons 
which tell of your faithfulness
are gagged and stifled

Today the very  skies which tell of your glory
the glaciers which reflect and protect 
and the   seas which you put in their place
are all in wounded turmoil
longing simply to praise you

Yet we have locked these voices out
and with them the human voices 
of those who are hurt first and worst 
by emergencies, not just of climate
but the injustice 
on which our human societies
have come to rely.

For what the rich do to the poor
Our species  does to the Earth as a whole

We acknowledge our part, 
and our knowing silence
in these and more 
sinful choices of today



Food waste
Biodiversity loss
Plastic pollution 
Deforestation
Air Pollution
Mismanaged agriculture and factory farming 
Global Warming From Fossil Fuels
Melting Ice Caps 
Food and Water Insecurity

Sustaining God,
as in Christ 
you enter with mercy, energy and compassion 
into the life of the Earth
speaking out wherever creatures are out of place or lost

Shout with the stones,
call us to account
show us the power we have 
and how we continue to misuse it.

Set us free from imagined responsibilities 
to keep things as they have been
And show us, with the energy of forgiveness
the path of healing 
for heaven and earth.

May  our praise join the chorus
of all that has breath
with a loud shout of challenge
for we are your people.

Your people  forgiven,
your people committed
for the healing of the Earth 
by God’s grace alone
AMEN.



Thanksgiving / Gratitude  

Prayer for the Earth and others/Intercession

Framework for prayer of Intercession  in Creation Time /Climate Sunday 

Things are changing so fast that particular  pressing concerns cannot be 
anticipated. Thus a framework is offered, which can see us through the Season of 
Creation, and give continuity. 

Let us pray with Christ: 

God, who makes us with the Earth 
God, who gives us to the world 
God; God-with us in our struggles: 

Hear us, stand with fears and needs 
And walk, hold hands, advise, encourage. 

for the world 

What have we heard, in the news this week? 
Who is in need and who should give thanks? 
How far have we got, and where have we stumbled? 

And what seems completely beyond us? 
Listen for Earth’s voice: what is it saying? 
We remember our neighbours, of whatever species 
We pray for our enemies, and those we fear. 
And pray for peace throughout Creation. 

Hear us, stand with fears and needs 
And walk, hold hands, advise, encourage. 

for the church 

Give thanks for the faithfulness, undergirding prayer. 
Be open about continuing divisions, including local ones. 
Look to a greater integration of environmental concern in our life and work. 
And seek openness to the joy of deeper fellowship with all Creation  



Hear us, stand with fears and needs 
And walk, hold hands, advise, encourage. 

for ourselves 

In silence: bring to God what no one else need hear: not for God to ‘hear’ 
but to remind ourselves that God knows and understands. 

Pray for those we pray with, acknowledging and respecting  
what they cannot share with us. 

Look for support and perseverance, 
and some sustaining sign when we get things right. 

Pray for ‘impatience’ - not simply to accept ‘the way things are’ 
And pray for peace in our heart, and the fuller joys of Christ. 

Hear us, stand with fears and needs 
And walk, hold hands, advise, encourage. 
AMEN 

Video link: 
https://vimeo.com/721419938  

Closing prayer 
(ECS Staff)

Dear God

Give us the faith that helps us endure
Give us the faith strong enough to change minds

Give us the hope beyond bad news and scary
Give us the hope that informs our next step

Give us the courage that comes from love
Give us the love that belongs to your creatures



MUSIC CHOICES

We commend the  excellent ongoing resource via Trinity College, in which our board member, Iain 
McLarty, is full involved:

Trinity College: Songs for Sunday
https://www.trinitycollegeglasgow.co.uk/post/creation-time  

And finally: A new song to metrical tunes: ( ECS Staff)

Are we but slaves? 
Meter 8787  e.g. Dominus regit me, (CH4 462) 
(NB: take “obedience” as 3 syllables) 

“Luke 17:10: “So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, 
say, ‘We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have 
done.’”   In the climate crisis, those entrusted with care for the Earth - and that’s our 
species - may need to go above and beyond what seems normal. 

Note : Verse 4 takes the ‘Incarnation in the Earth’ of Christ with unexpected 
seriousness. 

1)Are we but slaves who only dare 
obedience, keeping heads down?
The freedom for which Earth now groans
through Christ incarnate’s our own!



2)Obedience where the cruel laws 
exclude the flesh we’re sharing
cannot serve God whose law is love:
Creation’s good news daring! 

3)To over-ride and yet fulfil
tradition’s cherished treasure:
we can’t be true, unless by God’s
own mind and heart and measure.

4) To dignity, from servitude, 
to partnership from prison
from Earth to Earth we hear the call:
as friends of Christ: Earth risen!


